
SOUTH WAIRARAPA DISTRICT COUNCIL  

21 NOVEMBER 2018 

  

 

AGENDA ITEM B1 

 

FEATHERSTON TOWN CENTRE 
  

Purpose of Report 

To discuss the Featherston Centre Land and options 

Recommendations 

Officers recommend that the Council: 

1. Receive the Featherston Town Centre Report. 

2. Endorse Resolution DC2015/90 and sell or lease the Featherston 

vacant land (Lot 2 DP 471153). 

1. Executive Summary 

At the public meeting of 19 May, an undertaking was given to consider the 

future use of the vacant section in the Featherston Town Centre, once we 
had an understanding of the limitations that have arisen due to the fibre 
cables. 

This understanding has now been clarified, and is attached as Appendix 1. 

This workshop is to have an initial discussion to ascertain whether any 

further analysis is required in preparation of the Council paper to be 
discussed next week. 

2. Discussion 

2.1 Resolution 

The following resolution was passed at the council meeting of 3 June 2015: 

Resolution DC2015/90 states: 

Sale of Land (or Lease) Featherston Town Centre 
COUNCIL RESOLVED (DC2015/90): 
1. To receive the information. 
2. To agree that the land is not a strategic asset. 
3. To approve the sale or lease of part of Lot 2 DP 471153. 
(Moved Cr Napier/Seconded Cr Riddell) Carried 

 



It has been agreed that once the status of the fibre cables had been 
established, and the limitations this placed on the site, Council would 
consider the way forward in relation to the use of the land. 

3. Options 

There are three main options: 

3.1 Option One 

Endorse Council resolution DC2015/90, and sell or lease the land. 

Now that the encumbrances are known in relation to this land, any 
purchaser would purchase or lease the land with full knowledge of the 

matters surrounding the land. 

There was strong public support at the time of the resolution to sell this 
land. 

3.2 Option Two 

Endorse Council resolution DC2015/90, and sell or lease the land, and 

spend an additional $80,000 (estimated) to construct an alternative duct 
system and associated works within the Chorus building. 

Chorus have indicated they would not migrate to the new duct system 

unless absolutely necessary.  

Chorus have indicated they will enforce their right to access the ducts as 

they need for maintenance and other reasons 

3.3 Option Three 

Resolve not to sell the land, and rescind resolution DC2015/90. 

If option three is resolved, a further resolution would be required describing 
either what should be done with the land, or a process to be followed to 

ascertain what to do with the land. 

This resolution follows the outcomes of the community meeting held on 19 

May. 

However it should be noted that this option, once the status of the land and 
Chorus easements and rights was understood, was to be put to a further 

community meeting – this meeting was cancelled by the FCB. 

4. Appendices 

Appendix 1 –  Emails in relation to Chorus commentary on options for 
Featherston Land 

 

Prepared By: Paul Crimp, Chief Executive Officer 
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